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Mennonite I-W Group Visited By Ex-President Truman 


I-W research group at Denver is pictured with former President 
Harry S. Truman. From left to right are: Richard Kliewer, 
Caldwell, Idaho; Abraham Nikkel, North Newton, Kansas; 
Darrel Denich, Kief, North Dakota; Duane Gross, Hitchcock, 
South Dakota; Dewayne Hofer, Doland, South Dakota; Hon. 
Harry S. Truman; Verlin Jantz, Tampa, Kansas; Harlan Seibel, 
McClusky, North Dakota; Dennis Ray Schroeder, Hillsboro, 
Feeney and Edward Seibel, Harvey, North Dakota. (U. S. Army 
oto) 


Nine Mennonite I-W men who are participating in 
the irradiated food project in Denver, Colo. received 
a surprise visit by former President Harry S. Truman 
recently. 

These young men are fufilling their I-W service 
obligation as volunteers in a field of food research, 
and are stationed at the U. S. Army Medical Nutri- 
tion Laboratory, Fitzsimons Army Hospital, Denver. 
Mr. Truman came to see them because he has a per- 
sonal interest in the work they are doing. 

They are engaged in the program on radiation 
sterilization of food, one of the promising non-military 
uses of atomic energy. Bacteria which cause food 
spoilage can be destroyed by radiation from an atomic 
reactor. Although the food is not made radioactive, 
some chemical changes do take place from this treat- 
ment. These changes sometimes alter the color, tex- 
ture and taste of the food. 


General’s responsibility is the technology of radia- 
tion and packaging to preserve the appearance, flavor 
and nutritive value of the foods. The ultimate hope 
is that food, such as a steak, may be sealed in a 
container, radiated and then stored on a shelf before 


uled to start about August 15. It will last approxi- 
mately four months. 
“This is a fine humanitarian work you are doing,” 


(Continued on Page 2) 





Published by the National Service Board for Religious Objectors 








Mennonite I-W Group Visited by 
Ex-President Truman 
(Continued from Page 1) 


said Mr. Truman, “and you are to be complimented 
on your participation. I know of no better way for 
conscientious objectors to serve their country.” 


All of the volunteers are members of some branch 
of the Mennonite Church, who are satisfying their 
selective service obligation by this means. Because 
of the exacting demands made upon them, they can 
complete the two-year obligation in a year and a 
half. In the three years of the human feeding pro- 
gram, about 40 men have served for periods of from 
two to 18 months. All have been Mennonites. 


A brief reference to these same I-W test subjects 
at Denver was included on Edward R. Murrow’s 
nationwide TV program “See It Now” on March 30. 
The food research conducted at the hospital, in which 
the COs act as “guinea pigs”, was given as part of 
an overall “Atoms For Peace” program. 


Script for CO Film to be Circulated 


NSBRO has recently received the first draft of the 
script for the proposed motion picture film portraying 
the alternatives afforded to conscientious objectors 
under the draft law. The script which is being written 
by Stanford Sobel, a professional script writer, will 
soon be ready to circulate to interested agencies and 
individuals in an effort to obtain their reactions and 
suggestions. 

The overall purpose of the film is to provide more 
adequate information about the alternatives afforded 
conscientious objectors under the draft law to high 
school and college-age youth. NSBRO continues to 
learn of a significant number of persons who basic- 
ally are sincere conscientious objectors but who fail 
to establish their claims as such because (1) they 
have not heard of the I-O position or (2) they do not 
hear about it in time to crystallize their thinking be- 
fore being inducted into the regular armed forces. 
The film that is being contemplated would help to 
fill in the informational gap which now exists. 


Unusual Technique to be Used 


From the very outset NSBRO and its affiliated 
agencies agreed: (1) that the film should mention 
the I-A-O (noncombatant) and non-registrant posi- 
tions briefly; but (2) that the film should develop 
extensively the I-O and I-W (alternative service) 
position as a major thrust. In an effort to present a 
new idea to relatively youthful minds in a way that 
would have a tendency to overcome existing preju- 
dices against COs and alternative service, a decision 
was made by the Executive Committee to use the 
filmograph technique. Films using this technique are 
basically art films using color, line, movement, shades, 
and camera technique to put the basic idea across 
to the audience. It is reported to be especially good 
in conveying objective and complex information to 
people who have little or no knowledge of the area 
being covered. 


Wide Distribution Hoped For 


It is hoped that the finished film will have wide 
distribution in the various churches, synagogues, high 
schools, and community organizations. Many denom- 
inations and counsellors of youth are attempting to 
help young people face the crucial issue of the draft 
and are asking for materials in this field. Denomina- 
tional film libraries, local Council of Churches, Na- 
tional Council of Churches, public libraries, denomi- 
national headquarters, and other religious and secular 
agencies have been mentioned as possible channels 
of distribution. 


News Briefs 


Representatives of NSBRO held a _ conference 
recently with the two new members of the Presiden- 
tial Appeal Board, James Van Alen and James P. 
Ringley. A number of pertinent issues regarding CO 
claims were discussed such as the “late” conversion 
experience, the proper method of evaluating adverse 
evidence, and the terms in which some registrants 
state their grounds for objection. Mr. Ringley, the 
Appeal Board Chairman, stated that the Board aims 
for complete objectivity in making all decisions and 
that they attempt to reach a unanimous decision on 
each case. 
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“frozen fund” bill HR 9882 has 
indicated that hearings will be conducted on the bill 
in the very near future. At the present it is 
cided if spokesmen from agencies other than the 
Selective Service System and NSBRO will need to 
testify in behalf of the bill. 


* * # 


The pardon survey of draft law violators under- 
taken by NSBRO (see January, 1958 REPORTER) 
will include CO violators of the 1948 draft law as 
well as the World War II law. A minimum number 
of 335 COs have been convicted under the present 
law. Some violators in this group were affected by 
the courts’ narrow interpretation of the “Supreme 
Being Clause.” The 1940 law did not define con- 
scienticus objection in terms of religious belief; hence, 
the relatively recent emergence of this problem. 


On March 20 A/2C Alvin D. Mast, stationed at 
Charleston Air Force Base, Charleston, S. Car., re- 
ceived an Honorable Discharge from the Air Force 
with no reserve time because of his religious beliefs. 
A member of the Mennonite faith, Mast submitted his 
request for discharge under the provision of Air 
Force Regulation 39-14, Paragraph 2 on December 20, 
1957. This action came following the crystallizing of 
his convictions which did not allow him to continue 
serving in the armed forces in any capacity. 


Marine Private Peter H. Green, who has unsuccess- 
fully sought recognition as a conscientious objector 
since March, 1957, now faces a general court martial 
on a new set of unspecified charges. Green has re- 
cently served a 25-day sentence in the Camp Pendle- 
ton, Calif., brig after conviction by a summary court 
martial of refusal to obey a noncommissioned officer’s 
order. Although the Secretary of the Navy has de- 
nied Green’s CO appeal, he nevertheless has ordered 
the youth to be assigned noncombatant duties from 
month to month. 


The British Central Board for Conscientious Ob- 
jectors reports that 764 young men in England ap- 
plied for some type of exemption from military 
training in 1956 because of conscientious objection. 
Next year it is estimated that 1000 young men will 
apply for exemption—approximately one for every 300 
conscripts. The British government has indicated its 
intention to end conscription in 1960. 


The Army has issued a draft call for 13,000 men 
in May. This is the same quota previously announced 
for February, March, and April. The new call brings 
to 2,322,430 the total number drafted or earmarked 
for induction since the resumption of selective service 
in 1950. As of February 1, 1958, there were 1,848 
COs at work and 5,226 released. 


MIT Ends Compulsory ROTC 


The Fellowship of Reconciliation reports that com- 
pulsory military training for freshmen and sopho- 
mores has been ended by vote of the faculty at the 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology. The change 
to completely elective ROTC goes into effect next 
September. 

The move has been credited to persistent efforts of 
students and faculty. The “insultingly low level” of 
ROTC instruction which led to widespread cheating, 
was a major factor in the decision, according to one 
informant. Another was the growing frustration of 
scientists with military security procedures, which 
may have had an effect on faculty attitudes toward 
military things in general. 

Conscientious objectors at MIT could secure ex- 
emption from ROTC by petitioning the faculty and 
taking an alternative course in “International Arbi- 
tration.” In recent years exemptions have been dif- 
ficult to get however; one CO reportedly secured his 
only when a psychiatrist stated that the training 
would be damaging to his mental health. 

Efforts to abolish compulsory ROTC are also known 
to be under way at the Universities of Wisconsin, 
Indiana and Penn State. See November and Decem- 
ber, 1957 issues of The REPORTER for additional 
information. 


The National Service Board for 
Religious Objectors: 


‘History and Organization’ 

gs Fan ne This is the on of two articles describing briefly 
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The National Service Board for Religious Objectors 
was born shortly before America entered World War 
II. On October 5, 1940, sixty-five concerned people 
met in Chicago to lay plans for an agency which 
would represent the historic peace churches to the 
Selective Service System. More than twenty of those 
attending the meeting were Mennonites and the rest 
were either Church of the Brethren members or 
Friends. The Selective Training and Service Act of 
1940 had been passed and it was clear that the draft- 





ing of men would soon begin. Such an emergency 
conscription law necessitated some program for the 
treatment of conscientious objectors. 


At this historic meeting, action was taken to organ- 
ize an agency which would give advice to conscien- 
tious objectors and would determine policies relat- 
ing to problems encountered by COs. Six days later 
an organizing meeting was held in Washington which 
resulted in the election of M. R. Zigler, Chairman 
(Brethren); Orie O. Miller, Vice Chairman( Menno- 
nite); and Paul Comly French, Executive Secretary 
(Friend). The ground work for a cooperative pro- 
gram such as this was laid by the Continuation Com- 
mittee. This Committee was organized in 1935 and 
was composed of one member from each of the his- 
toric peace churches. 


Shortly after NSBRO was formed, it became ap- 
parent that other groups were interested in its work 
and those interested were given a position on the 
Board of Directors. But an organizational problem 
developed because the Board of Directors became too 
large to function efficiently as an executive body. 
This problem was solved by the formation of a Con- 
sultative Council which was composed of religious 
groups desiring to affiliate and whose application was 
approved by the Board. During the first year of 
NSBRO 15 groups became members of the Consul- 
tative Council. Today the Council numbers 47 dif- 
ferent groups and includes all major denominations. 
From its inception NSBRO has been the official 
liaison agency between the different church groups 
representing the conscientious objector movement 
and the Selective Service System. 


During the war years NSBRO cooperated with 
Selective Service in the administration of the Civilian 
Public Service program. At that time, NSBRO actu- 


ally assigned conscientious objectors to work assign- 
ments in the nation’s health, safety, or interest. Under 
the present program, which in many respects is more 
satisfactory than the war-time CPS, the alternative 
service program is operated entirely by the Selective 
Service System and all assignments are made through 
Selective Service. However, NSBRO, in cooperation 
with the different church agencies, has been instru- 
mental in providing the various types of employment 
now open to conscientious objectors who serve in 
lieu of military service. 

The Board of Directors of NSBRO is the policy 
determining body. It is self-constituted by represent- 
atives of agencies who are interested in cooperating 
with the objectives and services of NSBRO and who 
are willing to accept moral and financial responsi- 
bility for its program, plus any individuals whom the 
Board desires to add to its membership. According 
to the policy of the Board of Directors since its 
beginning, “NSBRO does not itself advocate any 
particular expression of conscientious objection, but 
it attempts to represent faithfully the concerns of 
each of the constituent groups and individual con- 
scientious objectors desiring its services.” 


NSBRO maintains an office in Washington with a 
staff composed of an Executive Secretary, an As- 
sociate Executive Secretary, three office secretaries, 
and a lawyer and accountant retained on a part-time 
basis. The budget is financed largely by voluntary 
contributions from individuals, denominations, and 
other religious agencies seeking to further the cause 
of conscientious objectors. Whatever is needed be- 
yond these sources is underwritten by the Brethren 
Service Commission and the Mennonite Central Com- 
mittee. 

Next month: The on-going program of NSBRO. 
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